HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

definite  knowledge  of  geometrical   relationships; although
these are not essential to the theoretical scientific parts of the
exposition but are entirely suggested by the practical necessity
of the measurements of the sacrificial objects, still they are
nonetheless    important,   or   any-the-less    noteworthy-    Of
special   importance   here,   is   the  fact   that   the  so-called
theorem of Pythagoras is not only known to the Sulva Sutras,
but   plays  a very  important  and  leading  part  in  them.
Pythagoras had to thank the Indians for the greater part of his
knowledge and that in Geometry, the Brahmans must have been
his teachers.    Hence to the Indians should be ascribed a very
considerable influence in the development of Greek Geometry.
This view was first propounded by von Schroeder but it has
been neglected by specialists and even has met with definite
opposition.  Their contention is that everything depends on the
question of the age of the Sulva Sutras, as far as the Geometrical
portions contained in them, are concerned, Cantor had already
clearly perceived this and declared that "it is as good as estab-
lished that the resemblances between Greek Geometry and
the  Sulva  Sutras  are  so  obvious  in essential  particular
that a borrowing on one side or the other is in the highest
degree probable."   He then said that it was Alexandrian
Geometry,   which   at   a   time   later   than   roo   B,C,   had
reached India, and he is of opinion that the Sulva Sutras
have been influenced by Hero of Alexandria about 215 B.C.
Weber also has declared that according to his opinion, there
is nothing in literary history to prevent the supposition that
the Sulva Sutras borrowed from the teaching of the Alex-
andrian Hero,   This opinion is however opposed  to very
important considerations.   The Sulva Sutras belong to the
Vedic or the sacred literature of the Indian priests.   It is very
hard to believe, that the Greek science had penetrated even
into the Vedas, when we take into account the complete isola-
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